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DEAN MERCHANT 
D R. IVAL ARTHUR MERCHANT assumed his duties as Dean of the 
Division of Veterinary Medicine on July 
1, 1952, upon the retirement of Dr. H. D. 
Bergman. Dr. Merchant is the fifth dean 
of the Division, the others being Dr. J. 
H. McNeil, Dr. C. H. Stange, Dr. Charles 
Murray and Dr. H. D. Bergman. 
Dr. Merchant is a native of Colorado, 
obtaining his D.V.M. from Colorado State 
College in 1924. After spending a year 
in the B.A.I. he came to the Iowa State 
College as instructor in pathology. He 
obtained his M.S. degree in pathology 
under Dr. E. A. Benbrook in 1928, the 
title of his thesis being, "A Survey of 
the Nematode Parasites of Domestic Ani-
mals in Iowa." Dr. Merchant became as-
sistant professor in charge of the courses 
in veterinary bacteriology in 1928 and 
continued to teach these courses until 
1943. He obtained his Ph. D. in veterin-
ary bacteriology in 1933 under the di-
rection of Dr. Charles Murray, now Dean 
Emeritus, the title of his thesis being "A 
Study of the Corynebacteria Associated 
with Diseases of Domestic Animals." 
Recognizing the growing importance of 
veterinary medicine in public health, Dr. 
Merchant spent the school year of 1933-
34 at the School of Public Health, Yale 
University College of Medicine, and re-
ceived the C.P.H. degree. Upon return-
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ing to Iowa State College in 1934 Dr. 
Merchant was promoted to associate pro-
fessor. Upon retirement of Dean Murray 
in 1943 he was made professor and Head 
of the Department of Veterinary Hygiene. 
Throughout his professional career, Dr. 
Merchant's interest has been pathogenic 
bacteriology and immunology, and in the 
closely related subjects of the infectious 
diseases, milk sanitation and meat hy-
giene. 
His textbook, "Veterinary Bacteriol-
ogy," first published in 1940, is used in 
most of the schools of veterinary medi-
cine in the United States, Canada and 
Mexico. The fourth edition of this book, 
published in 1950, is titled "Veterinary 
Bacteriology and Virology," the section 
on virology being written by Dr. R. A. 
Packer, Head of the Veterinary Hygiene 
Department. A laboratory manual written 
by Merchant and Packer which supple-
rnents the textbook is also used by most 
of the veterinary schools. Dr. Merchant 
and Dr. Packer also have published "A 
Handbook for the Etiology, Diagnosis and 
Control of Infectious Bovine Mastitis," 
the second edition of which was made 
available in 1952. Recently Dr. Merchant 
has written "An Outline of the Infectious 
Disease of Domestic Animals" which has 
been adopted for class use in many of the 
schools of veterinary medicine. 
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Dr. Merchant has been a member of 
the American Veterinary Medical As-
sociation since 1926. He has been a mem-
ber of many A.V.M.A. committees during 
this period and at present is a member 
of the Committee of Nomenclature. He 
is one of the organizing members of the 
National Board of Veterinary Public 
Health and at present is chairman of the 
Committee on Education of that organiza-
tion. He is a member of the International 
Association of Food Sanitarians and has 
been chairman of the Committee on Com-
municable Diseases of that association for 
the past two years. He is a member of 
the Conference of Research Workers in 
Animal Diseases and also of the United 
States Livestock Sanitary Association. He 
is a member of the Iowa Veterinary Medi-
cal Association and is a member of the 
Interprofessional Committee of that or-
ganization. He is a member of the Special 
Study Com mit tee on Brucellosis, 
appointed by State Secretary of Agricul-
ture Clyde Spry, to suggest legislation 
for the control of that disease in Iowa. 
Dr. Merchant has been active on many 
general faculty committees and at present 
is a member of the College Press Manu-
script Committee, the Freshman Days 
Committee, the Commencement Com-
mittee, the Housing Committee, the Pub-
lic Health Committee, the Committee on 
Deferments, and the General Curriculum 
Committee. He is a past president of the 
Ames Rotary Club. 
Dr. Merchant is listed in Who's Who in 
America and in American Men of Science; 
He is a member of Sigma Xi, Phi Kappa 
Phi, Phi Zeta, Delta Omega and the Os-
born Research Club. He is a member of 
the Sigma Nu social fraternity, and has 
served as faculty advisor of the group 
for a number of years. Dr. Merchant is 
a member of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church and has served on the vestry of 
that organization. 
Dr. Merchant and his wife, Iza, live 
at 3621 Woodland. They have three chil-
dren, Nancy, a senior in high school; 
Mary Alice, in the tenth grade; and Jim, 
in the seventh grade. 
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